CHAPTER VI

MIDLOTHIAN:   GLADSTONE'S  SECOND  GOVERNMENT

THE Administration of 1874 had expended its debon-
nair youth; in its maturity it had revelled in the
spectacular return from Berlin;  though beset by
some fears, it was beginning to count on a renewal
of its mandate at a not distant General Election.
The Opposition, if not exactly distracted, was cer-
tainly not united ; and the formal retirement from the
stage of Mr. Gladstone was seen to be compatible with
the occasional emergence of his figure from the wings,
when it attracted greater attention than those of the
other actors.   He had denounced in trumpet tones
the barbarities inflicted on the Christian subjects of
the Porte, regarded by Lord Beaconsfield's Govern-
ment as unlucky incidents in a complicated political
story.   A great moral issue had been raised, to which
Britain, mindful of past crusades, might not remain
indifferent.   It was thus beginning to be clear that
the leader's retirement was not in truth final.   His
physical powers were as amazing as those of Lord
Palmerston and his electric mental energy had in no
way abated.   Oxford had long since rejected him;
he was member for Greenwich; but if he were to
resume great place, he ought to represent some town
of historical  fame,   or  some  centre  of industrial
activity.   The West Riding of Yorkshire (quantum
mutatus in these advanced days) was then a rallying-
post of Liberalism.   Leeds was the Mecca of the faith,
where the commercial magnates were for the most
part pillars of sturdy Nonconformity, and where the
Leeds Mercury, owned by the powerful Baines clan,
and^skilfully conducted by T, Wemyss Reid, was the
official Liberal organ in the provinces.   It would be
all the more natural for Mr. Gladstone to contest a
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